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A Commemoration of the Commencement of the Hostilities of the 1914-18 war

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
who has made heaven and earth.

We have gathered today to call to mind an event which began 100 years to this day. No one of us here was
born at that time but the First World War has affected us all as have all the wars since.

It was not the war to end all wars, it was the war to begin many others, just as cruel, but certainly more
impersonal in the killing.

There were millions who went to war, 65 million worldwide.
13,671,462 on all sides did not live to return home, which does not included another 11 million
unaccounted for.

The British Empire mobilised 9,100,000 personnel, of which were 36% were killed wounded or never
returned home.

Psalm 36

1 Sin whispers to the wicked, in the depths of their heart;
there is no fear of God before their eyes.

2 They flatter themselves in their own eyes
that there abominable sin will not be found out.

= The words of their mouth are unrighteous and full of deceit;
they have ceased to act wisely and to do good.

4 They think out mischief upon their beds

and have set themselves in no good way;
nor do they abhor that which is evil.

5 Let not the foot of pride come against me,
nor the hand of the ungodly thrust me away.
6 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
7 Your righteousness stands like the strong mountains,

your justice like the strong deep;

you, Lord, shall save both man and beast.
8 How precious is your loving mercy, O God!

All mortal flesh shall take refuge

under the shadow of your wings.

Luke 19.41-44

Jesus came near Jerusalem. Looking at the city, he began to cry for it and said, “I wish you knew today
what would bring you peace. But it is hidden from you now. A time is coming when your enemies will build
- awall around you and hold you in on all sides. They will destroy you and all your people. Not one stone of
your buildings will stay on top of another. All this will happen because you did not know the time when
God came to save you.” |
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pray that God wilt heal all memories, speak a word of peace, and bring us his healing.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw us to himself

and cleanse us from our sins,

that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
All for they shall be called children of God.

Old Testament Canticle
The boots of tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

1 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —on them light has shined.
2 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest; as people exult when dividing plunder.
3 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders:
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
4 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood:
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
5 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us: and the government will be on his shoulders;

6 And he will be named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God:
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace:
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
8 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness:

from this time onwards and for evermore.

The boots of tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

Prayer
O God, the source of life, banish our pride and enlighten us with wisdom,
that we may be led by your light, and come to see your glory
in the face of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
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Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs

And towards our distant rest began to trudge.

Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots

Of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind.
Gas! Gas! Quick, boys! — An ecstasy of fumbling,
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling,
And flound'ring like a man in fire or lime.. . .

Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light,
As under a green sea, | saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,

His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,

The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est

Pro patria mori.

Wilfred Owen
Thought to have been written between 8 October 1917 and March, 1918

In a period of silence we make our own prayers for peace

Then

Almighty God,

from whom all thought of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth

that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,

till the earth be filled with your knowledge of your love:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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because in some ways we have. We no longer execute people for cowardice in battle. We understand the
problems of post-traumatic stress, yet we still exclude disabled soldiers from victory parades in case it
spoils the effect, just as Elizabeth | had done after the defeat of the Spanish Armada where the maimed
and dying soldiers were packed on the streets of the Plymouth Barbican while partying went on up the hills
and the priests gave thanks to God for the victory.

All our commemorations of wars and battles must include the awkward questions. What do we mean by
reconciliation and peace? Does it simply mean saying sorry and being able to live together again? Or does
it actually mean understanding what created the conflict and the violence in the first place and digging
deep into the issues of power, sharing of resources, the dynamics of national identity and so properly
understanding and then making appropriate decisions? Decisions that may cost us money or affect our
lifestyle, but won’t in the end cost us untold lives or take us into a morality where we can shut our eyes to
what we are doing because we are using drones or getting machines to fight our wars.

Do we commemorate the 1914 - 18 war without applying it to our present time?

The Commitment to Peace
Let us pledge ourselves today to live as good neighbours, to honour the past, to care for all who are in
need, and to live at peace among ourselves and with all people.

Lord God, Father of all we pledge ourselves to serve you and this neighbourhood,
to bring relief to all who are in need,

and comfort to the sad, lonely, and distressed;

Keep us ever mindful of the struggles and achievements of former generations,
and of this place where we make our home,

now, and in the days to come. Amen.

Strengthen our hearts, and hands, and minds, O Lord, to work together for peace;
to see you in one another; and to seek your kingdom above all things;

that your will may be seen to be done and your kingdom come, through Jesus Christ,
the Lord of lords and King of kings. Amen.

As we ask that God’s will may be done in this and every place,
so we pray together as Jesus Christ has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven ...

The Blessing

God grant to the living grace,

the departed rest,

and all the world peace and concord;

and the Blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.





